
VisionSVdP Working Group Recommendation
	Working Group Location
	

	Working Group Members
	

	Council 
	

	Region
	Choose an item.

Overview 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Summary 				
	date
	Click or tap to enter a date.	CORE Area
	Choose an item.
	TITLE

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	recommendation
/IDEA

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	ADDiTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	issues

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	SCOPE (National, Regional, Council, CONFERENCE)

	Choose an item.




Instructions/SAMPLE
*Note*: If you use the electronic version of this document then you can tab between fields and also select from the drop down lists in the appropriate fields.
	Working Group Location
	City, State

	Working Group Members
	Names of the members of the Working Group and their conference names

	Council
	Name of the Diocese covered by your council

	Region
	Select from the list the Region in which you are located, choose Unknown if you are not sure

	Overview
	An overview of the recommendations/ideas being proposed. Add any background information or desired outcome that might be helpful in framing the context

	Date
	Date of Recommendation

	Core Area
	Which of the five Core Areas does this Working Group Recommendation apply to?

	Title
	Concise title for proposed recommendation/idea

	Recommendation/Idea
	Go into as much detail as needed in order to describe the recommendation, idea or set of recommendations/ideas being proposed. What is the recommendation/idea? How would it work?

	Additional Considerations
	(Optional)Any additional information pertinent to the recommendation/idea that may be useful to help evaluate the feasibility of the proposed recommendation/idea. If none, leave this field blank

	Issues
	(Optional)List any risks, concerns, or potential blockers that should be considered if the recommendation/idea were to be adopted. If none, leave this field blank
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	At what level of the Society would this recommendation/idea best apply? This could be National, Regional, Council, Conference, or All
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VisionSVdP Working Group Recommendation (SAMPLE)
	Working Group Location
	Benton, LA

	Working Group Members
	John Doe, XXX conf; Jane Smith, YYY conf; Joan Smith, ZZZ conf

	Council 
	Shreveport

	Region
	Southeast

Overview 
Homelessness prevention is a main thrust of Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVDP) in the United States. Many VisionSVdP comments concerned what we could do to prevent homelessness in our local communities. SVDP is uniquely positioned to address homelessness prevention due to the nature of our personal encounters with neighbors in need. Often our neighbors will contact SVDP as a “last resort” to avoid having utilities cut-off or avoid being evicted from their home. In many cases, this means that a call comes into a conference president at all hours of the day requesting assistance right now. While SVDP can perform a number of services to keep our neighbors housed, there are times where we cannot and an eviction takes place. The ability to offer temporary housing to neighbors for whom we cannot help avoid an eviction is paramount. This recommendation is for a possible program that would provide an efficient, scalable solution to temporarily house neighbors in need who have been evicted.
Summary 				
	date
	9/18/2025	CORE Area
	Encounter & Service Delivery
	TITLE

	Establish National Emergency Housing Call Center 
	recommendation
/IDEA

	The recommendation is to establish a nation-wide call center that would operate a hotline on a 24x7 basis which Vincentians could contact to facilitate the process of offering temporary housing to a neighbor in need. Any Vincentian from a local conference or council (but probably the President or other officer) would be able to call the hotline and request information regarding the nearest SVDP temporary housing available in that area. This would alleviate the “mad scramble” that often occurs when a conference president or member is contacted (at all hours of the day or night) as a “last resort” to keep a neighbor housed. The conference president (or other Vincentian) would make contact with the Call Center who would direct them to the nearest Vincentian housing available. This keeps our neighbors housed and affords local Vincentians the time needed to work out a more permanent housing solution for the neighbor.
	ADDiTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

	We think it would be necessary to contract with a third-party to staff the call center. We believe that the National Council should supply funding, based on grants it can secure for the purpose, for a small number of units that the local conference or council would have access to. Is there a software application that could be used to help coordinate the housing placement process described here?
	ISSUES

	Necessary funding would need to be acquired to start the program as well as maintain continued operations. While that initial funding should come from National, would ongoing funds need to be raised locally?
	SCOPE (National, Regional, Council, CONFERENCE)

	National
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