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“Be kind and love, for love is your first gift to the poor. They
will appreciate your kindness and your love more than all else
you can bring them.”

-Bl.Rosalie Rendu

FEAST OF BLESSED ROSALIE RENDU
February 7

V I N C E N T I A N  E V E N T  C A L E N D A R

PRESIDENT'S DAY HOLIDAY
The Conference Support Center will be closed on
Monday, February 20th, in observance of
President's Day.

SVdP Georgia council-led all-day spirituality
retreat (in-person)
Saturday, February 25th
Check-in starts at 9:30AM
Christ the King Cathedral, Atlanta, GA
Register

WEBINAR: SNAP (fOOD STAMPS) & SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY
Thursday, March 2nd
12PM-1PM 
Register

HUNGER WALK run 2023
Saturday, March 12th 
12PM-4PM 
Register 

Visit the Formation section on our website
regularly for upcoming opportunities.

spring to life annual assembly 2023
Saturday, March 25th
Registration starts at 7:30AM
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, Atlanta, GA
Event followed by Vincentian Vigil Mass at
The Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
See page 6 for details.

We are called...

https://svdpgeorgia.org/members/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/svdpgeorgia/
https://www.facebook.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://www.instagram.com/svdpgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://svdpgeorgia.org/event/svdp-georgia-council-led-all-day-vincentian-retreat/?mc_cid=7d6d56638e&mc_eid=c866b76e6f
https://svdpgeorgia.org/event/snap-eligibility-and-social-security-disability-benefits/
https://svdpgeorgia.org/event/hunger-walk-2023/
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SVdP Georgia Prayer List 

Prayers for Tom Thompson
and Shirley Prendergast, and
prayers of thanksgiving for
Linda Page and Peggy
DeGance, two of retiring
caseworkers.
Please pray for all those
affected by the recent
tornado.
Drew Griffin - repose of his
soul.
Sarah Cate Nicol
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P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  V I N C E N T I A N S  A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S :

For the repose of the soul of
Vincentian Marian Kaple of
St. Thomas Aquinas
conference. 
David McWilliams -
Vincentian’s husband
fighting prostate cancer.
Margot Griffin - peace and
consolation on the death of
her husband.
Joe Skillin-health and
healing.

Porshia Yeboah-Porshia's
family in Africa have been
dealing with the death of a
loved one.
Larry Goodman - Suffered
stroke.
Betty Molloy, IHM Spiritual
Advisor - For a speedy
recovery

For the Holy Spirit to guide our work and our donors
that support our mission.  
For Those discerning to be Vincentians.  
For our fellow Vincentians that have passed.  
For our Vincentians that are suffering with illness.
In thanksgiving for our parishioners who give
generously supporting our conference.
For all those who struggle to earn enough to
financially thrive in our city. 
All members of our military serving our country
around the world.  
All who seek to bring peace to the world as Jesus
taught.

Mike Mies | MMies@svdpgeorgia.org | 678-892-6160

A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear fellow Vincentians,

I am thrilled to be authoring my first Society Page
article! Now five weeks into the next phase of my
Vincentian journey, I am settling into my role as
Executive Director and greatly appreciate the
opportunity to serve you all. 

I was first called to Vincentian life more than 22 years
ago, sitting in a pew at St. Brigid Catholic Church in
Johns Creek and hearing a pulpit talk about the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. But 120 years ago – in
1903! – a group of parishioners at the Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Atlanta were also called to
serve. They answered that call and created the first St.
Vincent de Paul Conference in Georgia, and in the
120 years that followed, literally tens of thousands of
us have been called. Some of you perhaps only this
year, others decades ago. I recently visited with two
long-term Vincentians – Raul Trujillo and Jane
Walker – who have been Vincentians since the early
1970s!

So what have we been called to do? Our Rule (yes,
that Rule!) tells us: “Vincentians are called to journey
together towards holiness…. They aspire to burn with
the love of God as revealed by Christ and to deepen
their faith and fidelity.” (section 1:2.2) I know from
my own Vincentian experience that when we feel our

Submit  Intent ions Online-  Please submit  your Vincent ian prayer requests / intent ions onl ine HERE to be included in  Society  Page.
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neighbors’ burdens – and what a blessing that we do
share their burdens with them – we can lose our focus
on our main calling: to grow closer to Christ through
service to others. I’ve had the pleasure of visiting with
several Conferences and Districts recently, and it
seems many of us feel overburdened by the
overwhelming needs of our neighbors – both in
volume of those in need and the magnitude of their
need. Worries about getting a rent check dropped off
in time, or a utility payment made before a disconnect,
or the queue of intake calls with limited casework
resources – all of these create stress that can cloud our
Vincentian purpose. So it is good to remember that
what we are really called to is not to serve everyone
who is in need, but to serve those we can with
compassion and love, recognizing the two dimensions
of our work – bringing the love of Christ to the
suffering Christ.

I am so glad all of you have been called to this
ministry! I hope you will all join us for Spring to Life
next month, where the theme will be – you guessed it
– We Are Called. It is our first major Vincentian
gathering since pre-COVID at it will be a special
celebration of our 120th anniversary! See page 6 for
details.

Peace, Mike 

https://svdpgeorgia.org/members/reflections-meditations/
https://svdpgeorgia.org/members/


Congratulations also to Jennifer Maxwell and Christa Frye for their new positions! Jennifer Maxwell has been
promoted to Sr. Director – Mission Integration. In this role, Jennifer will be assuming the expanded
responsibilities that had been carried out by Jerry Veltri before his retirement, and will ensure that our Vincentian
mission and values are incorporated into our Council activities. Jennifer will directly oversee the areas of
Vincentian Services (Formation, Communication, and Resources), Council-based Casework, and Volunteer
Engagement. Jennifer’s management and organizational skills, Vincentian service, history with the organization,
and passion for the mission make her an ideal fit for this role. 

Christa Frye is assuming the newly-created role of Council Casework Manager, reporting to Jennifer. In this new
role, Christa will manage and expand the casework services provided by the Council offices in Chamblee and
Lakewood. With a goal of ensuring one or more caseworkers are available at all times in the Chamblee Family
Support Center, Christa will recruit, train and supervise volunteer caseworkers to serve walk-in neighbors and
those in areas not covered by Conference caseworkers. Christa will also be responsible for the Lakewood Family
Support Center, and for grant-based casework and reporting. Christa brings tremendous casework experience, a
history of developing Conference-based programs, and a passion for advocating for neighbors in need to this
position.
 

 
You may have noticed that Mike Mies’ title is Executive Director, not CEO, and you may have wondered why? Mike
believes the Executive Director title better reflects the servant leadership emphasized in the Rule. It also is a
recognition that, within the Society, ultimate authority rests with elected leadership – at Conferences, Districts,
Archdiocesan Councils or the National Council. Sometimes that authority is delegated to an Executive Director to
manage the staff and daily affairs of the Council, under the direction of the President and Board.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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New Presidents

STAFF UPDATES

what's in a title?

Also, congratulations to John Berry on his election to National Council President! John, who retired in 2020 from
SVdP Georgia, is a long-time National Board member and Regional Vice President. And he became Conference
President at Transfiguration in Marietta after his retirement. John will succeed Ralph Middlecamp, whose term
ends on September 3, 2023, and will serve a six-year term. If you were not aware of John’s election, then you
probably are not receiving Frederics E-Gazette! Make sure you’re signed up HERE.

Congratulations to Denise Fisher, who was recently elected to succeed Mike Mies as St.
Vincent de Paul Georgia Council President! Denise had been serving as Interim President
since Mike resigned to accept the role of Executive Director. Pursuant to the organization’s
bylaws, Denise will serve a term that ends on September 30, 2025. She had previously served
as District 2 (North Fulton) President and Council Vice President. 

Denise brings a wealth of Vincentian experience and an unmatched passion for serving our
neighbors. She has been a Vincentian since 2009, when she became the founding
Conference president at St. Andrew in Roswell. Denise is currently an active caseworker at
the St. Benedict Conference in Johns Creek. She was also the founder of our Motel to Home
program, which began as a pilot that she initiated in 2019.

To learn more about Denise’s vision for SVdP Georgia, please read her platform statement HERE.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/svdpgeorgia/
https://www.facebook.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://www.instagram.com/svdpgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SVdPGeorgia/
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https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001OSVZXasZuMqwY5RmJuD7wV7eGedsYiQCq9K83oLl8JXw7qcRZKCnBd-P50ePEuq0tnj70Uc8MNXATTb4Q-DtP1-VCXWsRSxdckrxHibgCpg%3D
https://svdpgeorgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Denise-Fisher-Platform-Statement.pdf


Are we seeing more difficult times than we have ever experienced before? Without listing many of the sad details of what has happened
to our economy, society, and loss of faith-filled Christians in this country, we know that the world we live in, could be far worse. And
we know there are hidden blessings everywhere! Look for them. We will then begin to see how God works. 

How do we remain positive, strong, and faith-filled to overcome these times? We keep going. We lean on our Catholic faith. We turn to
God, Jesus, Mary, and all the Saints, for guidance. 

Here are some ways to stay strong, to keep us on the right path… 

Pray 
Dedicate time to pray every day. Do this with an open heart and mind, to draw close to Our Lord, petitioning him for guidance on how
to move forward, and thanking him for all we have, and all he has done for us. Surrender all our remaining concerns to God, through
prayer. Give ourselves permission to be in the silence without distractions, no matter how busy we are. 

Let Go
Proverbs 3:5 – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.” Oftentimes we try to remedy
everything with our intellectual knowledge. In my own experience, I have used the gifts God has given me (talents, abilities, knowledge,
experience, wisdom); and after this, I give God the rest that is too much for me. I have learned to let go of the rest, through prayer, and
trusting God. Almost always, when I approach life’s challenges this way, he will in fact, take care of the rest. These things will be in
accordance with his will, not mine. And that’s okay, because he’s in charge, not me! 

Receive the Sacraments
Participate with our whole heart and mind during the Mass. Offer Communion (Eucharist), praying for others, praying for this world,
leadership of this country, the Catholic Church, our families, those who are sick, suffering, imprisoned, and homeless. Receive
absolution during Confession, do Penance, and be at peace. We begin again. We keep going. 

Serve the Suffering Christ
As Vincentians, this is our calling. When we serve others, our minds are preoccupied with their needs, not ours. We begin to see the
world differently. Our burdens then seem less burdensome when we serve others, as their burdens seem so much worse. Remember that
we cannot help everyone though. But we can certainly petition God for their needs. Surrender them to God through our prayers. We
learn to spontaneously pray for them, whether it is on the phone, zoom call, or in-person. God doesn’t care which venue we use.

Rest
We keep in mind just how important rest is for us. “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) Give ourselves permission to rest. 

Change
Make changes to our regimens in some way to accommodate our need for inner peace, and discernment of many things. Start going to
Eucharistic Adoration for one hour each week, spending time with Jesus. Trek up a hill or mountain to spend time with God’s creation,
and in the silence. Attend a Vincentian retreat. Begin going to daily Mass to sit in the stillness and to receive Our Lord. Develop new
good positive habits; discontinue old negative habits.

Friendship
In our Vincentian friendships, share thoughts and feelings. Most importantly, actively listen to others to hear of their frustrations over an
ever-increasing case load, and maybe not being able to help some of those who visit St. Vincent de Paul conferences for help, for
example. Pray with each other. Wait for God’s graces, blessings, and gifts he bestows upon those who are in need, who are suffering,
and on us as well. And God works in his timing, not ours, so we learn to be patient too. 

As long as Jesus is the focus of everything in our day, following his teachings, whether it is a conference meeting, meeting with
clients/neighbors, or interacting with others, we find ourselves with inner peace. 

SURVIVING THE OVERWHELMING TIMES
WE ARE IN
By SR. mary francis power, eseh | council spiritual advisor | sistermaryfrancispower@gmail.com
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

This  re t reat  wi l l  include a  sample  of  the  Serving in
Hope ser ies ,  t ime for  medi ta t ion and ref lect ion,  smal l
group discussions ,  role  play demonstra t ions  of
spontaneous prayer ,  Vincent ian Stat ions  of  The
Cross ,  s inging,  opening and closing prayers ,
confess ions ,  and a t tendance a t  the  Saturday Vigi l
Mass  ( i f  so  desi red) .  

Lunch and the  re t reat  wi l l  be  provided by SVdP
Georgia  Counci l .

svdp georgia council-led all-day vincentian
spiritual retreat | FEBRUARY 25

FORMATION & TRAINING
svdpgeorgia.org/members

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 5 T H ,  2 0 2 3
C h r i s t  t h e  K i n g  C a t h e d r a l ,  A t l a n t a
C h e c k - i n  S t a r t s  a t  9 : 3 0 A M

Join us  as  we host  Kryst iona McLean,  SVdP Georgia
SNAP Case Manager ,  to  learn the el igibi l i ty  cr i ter ia  and
how to refer  neighbors  in  need to  SNAP Supplemental
Nutr i t ion Assis tance Program (food s tamps) .  We wil l
a lso be joined by Corey Stubbs,  MCJ,  MRC, Medicaid
Eligibi l i ty  Special is t ,  Georgia  Department  of  Behavioral
Heal th  and Developmental  Disabi l i t ies ,  who wil l  share
with us  information about  Supplemental  Securi ty  Income
(SSI)  and Social  Securi ty  Disabi l i ty  Insurance (SSDI) ,
and inform us of  how to refer  neighbors  in  need to  apply
when they are  experiencing homelessness .

All  Vincent ian Caseworkers  are  encouraged to  a t tend
this  Webinar .  This  webinar  wil l  be recorded and made
avai lable  on our  websi te .

WEBINAR: SNAP (fOOD STAMPS) &
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY | MARCH 2
T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 N D ,  2 0 2 3
V I R U T A L
1 2 P M  -  1 P M

https://www.linkedin.com/company/svdpgeorgia/
https://www.facebook.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://www.instagram.com/svdpgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SVdPGeorgia/
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https://svdpgeorgia.org/event/snap-eligibility-and-social-security-disability-benefits/
https://svdpgeorgia.org/event/snap-eligibility-and-social-security-disability-benefits/
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This is a rich, day-long opportunity to strengthen
your vocation on a personal, spiritual, and practical
level. We will welcome Bishop Tran as our
celebrant for Vigil Mass at the Shrine, the site of
the first Conference in Georgia 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2023 | MARCH 25
S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3
C R I S T O  R E Y  J E S U I T  H I G H  S C H O O L

breakout session MENU 

schedule

JOIN US! All Vincentians are encouraged to attend
and bring a guest!

registration
Attendance this year will be complimentary. Each
Vincentian is invited to bring one guest. A registration
link will be available in Formation & News eblast on
February 27th.

7:30am   Registration and Breakfast
               Part 1 - General Assembly & Keynote Speaker
               Part 2 – Breakout Session A
               Lunch
               Part 3 – Breakout Session B
               Part 4 – Breakout Session C
4:00pm   Part 5 – Vigil Mass at The Shrine

120 years ago!

We are Called...

We are Called…

Stronger Together

Compassion Fatigue

 Community Resource Expo 

 Engaging in Landlord Engagement

Affordable Housing: An Overview

 Food Pantry Best Practices

 Help Me, Help My Neighbor!

       Diving into the Vincentian Vocation

       Engaging Vincentians + Neighbors in diverse ways

       Caring for Ourselves While Caring for Others
 

        Visit with 10+ Vendors Who Represent Resources   
        Statewide!

        Collaborating with Landlords to Create Solutions
 

        

        Learn tactics and efficiencies for your food pantry
 

        Behavioral Health Services for individuals with no      
        insurance or Medicaid

https://www.linkedin.com/company/svdpgeorgia/
https://www.facebook.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://www.instagram.com/svdpgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://svdpgeorgia.org/members/
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This  year  marks the 39th anniversary of  Hunger  Walk Run
– taking s teps  together  with our  community in  the f ight
against  local  hunger!

Regis ter  for  Hunger  Walk Run 2023 to  support  St .  Vincent
de Paul  Georgia  and s ign up as  a  team captain,  team
member,  or  individual  support ing your  Conference or  you
can select  to  join the SVdP Conference Support  Center .  

HUNGER WALK/RUN | MARCH 12
I n - P e r s o n  a n d  V i r t u a l  E v e n t :  S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3
I n - P e r s o n  E v e n t  a t  T h e  H o m e  D e p o t  B a c k y a r d
E v e n t  T i m e :  1 2  –  4 P M

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3

1MORNING OF HOPE 2023 | MAY 16

The highly-ant ic ipated 2nd Annual  Morning of  Hope
provides  powerful  proof  of  why hope matters  for
individuals  and famil ies  in  poverty,  amplif ies  voices  of
hope,  and highl ights  except ional  work being done to  help
those in  need and bui ld  communit ies  of  hope in  Georgia .

A not- to-be-missed experience,  Morning of  Hope br ings
together  community and corporate  leaders ,  par tners ,
s takeholders ,  advocates ,  and individuals  to  understand the
power of  hope,  why invest ing in  hope del ivers  impact  and
the good we do together  through connect ion,  compassion,
and care .

And,  of  course,  the event  includes a  del ic ious breakfast  –
you’l l  leave with a  ful l  s tomach and a  ful l  hear t !

Morning of  Hope is  a  powerful  one-of-a-kind,  can’t  be
missed experience unlike any other that  reveals  the
power of  hope.

T U E S D A Y ,  M A Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3
T h e  C o b b  G a l l e r i a  C e n t r e
R I S E  &  S H I N E  M E E T  U P  |  7 : 1 5 A M
P R O G R A M  A N D  B R E A K F A S T  |  8 : 1 5  –  9 : 1 5 A M

R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S E A T  A T  T H E  B R E A K F A S T  T A B L E !
TO REGISTER AS A TABLE CAPTAIN, A SPONSOR OR
TO RSVP YOUR INDIVIDUAL SEAT, CLICK HERE.

CLICK HERE TO Register 
for hunger walk

CLICK HERE FOR EVENT DETAILS, 
SPONSORSHIPS, FAQ SHEET
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VINCENTIANS IN ACTION
St. Matthew’s Young Vincentians Group AssistS Local Shelter
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The Young Vincent ians  Group at  St .  Matthew,  led by Nancy Sanchez,  answered the cal l  to  ass is t
with providing meals  for  a  Clayton County shel ter  for  the homeless  this  past  Chris tmas.  After
shopping for  suppl ies  on Chris tmas Eve,  s ix  s tudent  members  arr ived ear ly  on Chris tmas morning at
the shel ter  to  help make a  hot  breakfast  and pass  out  hygiene products  to  approximately 40
neighbors  in  need,  comprised most ly  of  women and chi ldren.  

“I t ’s  exci t ing to  be able  to  see such an amazing group of  youth who are  taking the ini t ia t ive to  br ing
a change to  the community through servi tude,”  shared Nancy.

The St .  Matthew Conference is  proud to  acknowledge the self less  acts  of  the Young Vincent ians
Group,  and their  leadership and demonstrat ion of  the power of  our  youth to  posi t ively impact  the
community.

Over  Chris tmas break,  Mary Our Queen Conference,  in
Norcross ,  GA received over  250+ bags of  food from their  local
Ingles  grocery s tore .  After  processing what  they could use at
their  own Food Pantry,  Mary Our Queen sent  the rest  (about  150
bags)  down to the SVdP Georgia  Food Pantry in  Chamblee.  The
bags consis ted of  r ice ,  beans and mac & cheese,  which al l  came
from $5 donat ions made by Ingles’  customers .

Vincent ians ,  Wes Bridwell  and J im Gaffey,  a long with Deacon
Bil l  Boyd,  helped pick up these bags to  br ing down to the SVdP
Georgia  Food Pantry.  Thank you,  Mary Our Queen Conference,
for  your  donat ion!

Mary Our Queen Conference Donates BAGS OF
FOOD to SVdP Georgia Food Pantry

https://svdpgeorgia.org/members/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/svdpgeorgia/
https://www.facebook.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://www.instagram.com/svdpgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SVdPGeorgia/
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Celebrating Vincentian Kuky Wolf

svdpgeorgia.org/members

The St .  Lawrence Conference in  Lawrencevi l le ,  GA celebrated Kuky Wolf’s  80th bir thday in  ear ly
December as  wel l  as  her  re t i rement  af ter  37 years  as  a  Vincent ian.  Kuky began her  Vincent ian journey
in 1984,  t ranslat ing le t ters  in  Spanish from Peru explaining how Conference donat ions were being
used.  From there ,  Kuky served as  Thrif t  Store  Cashier ,  Caseworker ,  Conference President  ( twice)  and
Distr ic t  Vice President .  In  addi t ion to  those roles ,  Kuky establ ished a  mult i tude of  programs,
including set t ing up a  separate  Spanish phone l ine (which she manned)  and par tner ing with Ryan's  to
obtain free buffet  vouchers  for  neighbors  in  need who received assis tance from the Conference with
temporary housing.  She also s tar ted a  f rozen meat  program with Kroger  who provided donat ions of
frozen meat  to  people  wai t ing for  food s tamps.  This  program cont inues to  this  day via  the
Lawrencevi l le  Food COOP.  

At  the celebrat ion hosted by Clare  and Tom Gil l is ,  Jennifer  Maxwell ,  Sr .  Director  of  Mission
Integrat ion,  presented Kuky with a  plaque in  thanksgiving for  a l l  her  years  of  service.  

Each year, the Top Hat Award is given at the Spring to Life Annual Assembly
to a Vincentian who provides an outstanding example of the core Vincentian
values of friendship, spirituality, and service. The "Top Hat" title is used to
emphasize that the Society's founder, Frederic Ozanam, did not allow his
social class, in which men wore top hats, to blind him to the needs of the poor
in early nineteenth century France.

This year we will be back in person for this annual event on Saturday, March
25th and look forward to continuing the Top Hat Award. Please look out for
nomination forms from your Conference President in the next couple of weeks!

Call for Top Hat Nominations

https://www.linkedin.com/company/svdpgeorgia/
https://www.facebook.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://www.instagram.com/svdpgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SVdPGeorgia/
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commissioning and  recommissioning Vincentians at St. Matthew TYRONE
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On December 4,  2022,  the St .  Matthew Tyrone
Conference commissioned and recommissioned
Vincent ians  and young Vincent ians  in  a  pinning
ceremony led by Conference President ,  Sal ly
Peters  and Fr .  Valery.  During this  ceremony,
Vincent ians  were introduced,  recognized,  and
instal led as  members .  Jennifer  Maxwell ,  Sr .
Director ,  Mission Integrat ion had the honor  of
celebrat ing Mass and par t ic ipat ing in  the
ceremony.

In 2022,  the St .  Matthew Tyrone Conference helped over  621 neighbors  in  need in  the Fayet te  and
Fulton Counties  with $152,976 in  f inancial  ass is tance for  housing,  ut i l i t ies ,  t ransportat ion,  medical
needs,  and food.  “By introducing and recognizing the service of  our  Vincent ians ,  we not  only help our
congregat ion ident i fy  those helping to  dis t r ibute  the funds entrusted to  our  Conference,  but  a lso share
the resul ts  of  what  their  contr ibut ions have done for  our  community”.  

Our First In-Person Vincentian University Formation since 2019!
After  three years  of  vir tual  formation,  on January 21st ,  2023,  we held our  f i rs t  in-person Distr ic t  8-wide
Vincent ian Universi ty ,  hosted by St .  Cather ine Laboure Conference.  

A BIG THANK YOU to Distr ic t  8  President ,
Dennis  Morgan,  St .  Cather ine Laboure
Vincent ians  and Conference President ,  Joanne
Mauro.  Thank you,  Jackson EMC and al l  the
Vincent ians  who helped with set-up,
breakfast ,  and breakdown.  A special  thanks to
Mike Bulls  for  his  IT expert ise  and help,  as
wel l  as  formators  Tracye Neal  and Sis ter  Mary
Francis .

Our next  Distr ic t -wide Vincent ian Universi ty
wil l  be held on Apri l  15th,  2023,  in  Distr ic t  7
at  Chris t  our  King & Savior .

“The celebrat ion of  new members  is  extremely
important  to  maintain the vibrance of  the works 
of  St .  Vincent  de Paul  and the impact  each has  on our  local  community” shared Judi th  Sebast ian,
Vincent ian at  St .  Matthew Tyrone Conference.  

https://svdpgeorgia.org/members/
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The SVdP Georgia  Motel2Home program recent ly  received
an email  f rom caseworker ,  Frances Rodriguez,  a t  Our Lady
of  the Assumption (OLA).  Frances was working with a
neighbor  in  need,  Carol  (not  her  real  name),  who owed
several  months of  back rent  for  her  apar tment .  Carol  had
been off  work for  seven months due to  a  ser ious medical
condi t ion.  She ran out  of  paid t ime off  and was surviving
on her  savings,  unt i l  she ran out  of  that  as  wel l .  Carol  is  a
s ingle  mother  of  two school  aged chi ldren s t ruggl ing to
maintain housing,  while  a lso deal ing with poor  heal th .  

Motel2Home received some rental  ass is tance for  Ful ton County and was able  to  c lear  a lmost  a l l  of  the
back rent  that  Carol  owed.  The OLA Conference was able  to  contr ibute  towards the amount  owed as
well ,  which al lowed Carol  and her  chi ldren to  s tay housed.

Carol  is  going to  be cleared to  re turn to  work short ly  and with the help from the OLA Conference and
the Motel2Home program, she and her  family wil l  be able  to  move forward to  s tabi l i ty  once again.

Clothing col lected in  SVdP Georgia  donat ion bins  is  dis t r ibuted to
neighbors  in  need,  both local ly  and abroad.
Donat ions help to  offset  the cost  of  SVdP Georgia  programs.
Recycl ing and dis t r ibut ing keeps over  1  mil l ion pounds of  c lothing
out  of  the landfi l ls!

We need your assistance with donation bins!  

Did you know?

 
I f  your  Conference is  within a  20-mile  radius  of  the CSC and is
interested in  having a  SVdP Georgia  donat ion bin on s i te ,  please
contact  Darrel l  Hooker  a t  dhooker@svdpgeorgia .org.

svdp georgia donation bins

 
Funding for Motel  to  Home is  now avai lable  for the fol lowing 13 counties:

Motel to Home Update

Fulton
Gwinnet t
Henry
Paulding

Butts
Cherokee
Clayton
Cobb

 
To learn more,  vis i t  the  Motel  2  Home Program webpage.

Coweta
DeKalb
Douglas
Fayet te

Rockdale
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COUNTIES SERVED

SVDP GEORGIA PHARMACY 
2022 IN REVIEW

TOP REFERRAL SOURCES

Mercy Care Conferences Piedmont

DEMOGRAPHICS

OVERALL PHARMACY STATS

2021 = 1,331
2022 = 2,138

2021 = 4,434
2022 = 11,058

39
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IN THE NEWS 

PACKING SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR SVDP GEORGIA PHARMACY!

DROP OFF PACKING SUPPLIES BY THE BACK DOOR
OF PHARMACY.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL GEORGIA’S COMMUNITY PHARMACY CELEBRATES
TWO-YEAR ANNIVERSARY | CW69 ATLANTA

CHAMBLEE CHARITY PHARMACY HELPS THOUSANDS
AFFORD THEIR MEDICATIONS | FOX 5

 
February 3,  2023

 
February 3,  2023

CHAMBLEE, Ga.  (WUPA) — A local  community pharmacy
is  changing l ives  and helping those who need i t  most ,  one
prescr ipt ion at  a  t ime.  

Many famil ies  are  s t ruggl ing f inancial ly  these days.  In
some cases ,  people  have to  choose between buying food or
f i l l ing their  prescr ipt ions.  A pharmacy is  helping those in
need with free medicat ions.

Boxes:  small  & medium
Bubble wrap
Packing tape
Mailers :  All  types (bubble ,  polyethylene,  envelopes,  e tc)

I tems needed on an ongoing basis :

QUESTIONS? Please give us  a  cal l  a t  770-687-2610 or  knock on the back door .

FULL ARTICLE & VIDEO

FULL ARTICLE & VIDEO
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At St .  Vincent  de  Paul  Georgia ,  our  team has  a
shared purpose of  providing help  and hope to  move
people  beyond pover ty .  I t ’s  a  miss ion our  s taff
members  pursue re lent less ly ,  wi th  dedicat ion,
determinat ion,  and a  deep sense of  sa t isfact ion
that  comes f rom knowing they are  making a  real
dif ference.  I f  you are  the  type of  person who is
exci ted and motivated by the  idea of  doing good
for  others ,  and our  community ,  come join  us!  Do
you know someone who might  be  interes ted? 

I f  you have had any changes in  leadership
within your  Conference or  Distr ic t ,  p lease
provide those updates  to  Jennifer
Maxwell ,  Sr .  Director ,  Mission
Integrat ion,  a t  jmaxwell@svdpgeorgia .org

REMINDER: LEADERSHIP UPDATES

Consider a Career with SVdP

Are you looking for  market ing mater ia l  to
display and/or  handout  a t  your  next
minis t ry  fa i r  or  recrui tment  dr ive? Please
vis i t  the  Market ing Toolbox sect ion on
our  member websi te .  Scrol l  to  the bot tom
and f i l l  out  the “Request  Market ing
Mater ia l”  form.

svdp georgia marketing
posters & brochures

formation & news eblasts
Don’t  miss  out  on formation events ,  news,
and other  SVdP Conference Support
Center  updates .  Sign up to  receive
Formation & News emails  HERE. 

svdpgeorgia.org/members

C U R R E N T  O P E N I N G S  
( C L I C K  F O R  J O B  D E S C R I P T I O N ) :

 

Communications Manager

Grants  Manager

Hunger Init iat ives  Program Director

Staff  Accountant

Staff  Pharmacist

Thrift  Store Operations Director
 

To apply,  please submit  a  letter of
interest ,  resume,  and salary requirements

to Sonji  Bates-Boston.
 
 
 

Share Your Good News!
We want  to  hear  about  how you have
made an impact  in  your  community!  Send
success  s tor ies  of  how your  Conference
has helped support  the mission of  the
Society of  St .  Vincent  de Paul  and we
wil l  highl ight  them in our  Society Page.
Send submissions for  considerat ion to
vincent ianservices@svdpgeorgia .org.  

visit our careers page
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https://svdpgeorgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Program-Director-Hunger-Initiatives.pdf
https://svdpgeorgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/SVDP-Staff-Accountant-Job-Posting.pdf
https://svdpgeorgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Staff-Pharmacist-PRN.pdf
https://svdpgeorgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Director-of-Thrift-Store-Operations.pdf
mailto:sbatesboston@svdpgeorgia.org
mailto:vincentianservices@svdpgeorgia.org
https://svdpgeorgia.org/who-we-are/careers/
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providing help and hope to those in need

svdpgeorgia.org/members

"Being a Vincentian Caseworker at the
Conference Support Center allows me to
get to know members of our community
who have encountered a financial or
medical hardship, to listen to their
situations, and to assist them in getting
back to financial stability."
                                            - Henry Hagan

Henry Hagan was looking for  a  rewarding way to
spend his  re t i rement  af ter  having worked as  a  banker
and CPA. Although a  l i fe long Cathol ic ,  he was
looking for  ways to  integrate  his  day-to-day
act ivi t ies  with his  fa i th  while  adhering to  Cathol ic
social  teaching.  Previously,  he offered his  money
but  not  as  much of  his  t ime.  

Henry heard his  cal l ing a  year  and a  half  ago when
he became a Vincent ian at  Immaculate  Heart  of
Mary.  "SVdP Georgia 's  mission of  providing help
and hope to  achieve s tabi l i ty  and move toward self-
suff ic iency spoke to  me,"  shared Henry.  He s tar ted
off  volunteer ing at  the SVdP Georgia  Food Pantry
on Saturdays,  and short ly  af ter ,  he  began casework
at  the Conference Support  Center  on Tuesdays in
response to  a  cal l  for  volunteers .  

When asked about  his  Vincent ian journey,  Henry
shared that  he recent ly  encouraged a  neighbor  in
need to  request  a  ra ise  f rom her  employer .  Despi te
being employed,  she found herself  in  need of  basic
necessi t ies  l ike food.  And,  a l though she worked
hard and was loyal ,  she didn’t  think to  ask for  a
raise  af ter  a l l  these years  because she didn’t  want  to
burden her  employer .  "These types of  cases  where
I 'm able  to  help others  bui ld  their  confidence and
real ize  their  potent ia l  are  par t icular ly  rewarding,"
said Henry.  

ARE you looking for a rewarding experience? BECOME A CASEWORKER!
We are looking for  Vincent ian caseworkers  to  volunteer  on s i te  a t  the SVdP Georgia  Conference
Support  Center  each week to  help neighbors  in  need ( in  areas  not  covered by Conferences)  with
f inancial  and food assis tance,  benefi ts  screening,  educat ion on resources ,  and more.  No casework
experience necessary -  we wil l  t ra in  you!  

Two- and four-hour  shif ts  are  avai lable  Monday through Friday.  To volunteer ,  please contact  Chris ta
Frye,  Counci l  Casework Manager ,  a t  cfrye@svdpgeorgia .org.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/svdpgeorgia/
https://www.facebook.com/SVdPGeorgia/
https://www.instagram.com/svdpgeorgia/
https://twitter.com/SVdPGeorgia/
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Mike Mies – Executive Director 
678.892.6180 | MMies@svdpgeorgia.org 
Mike is the legal and functional senior executive of SVdP Georgia and is
responsible to the Board of Directors for the management of all aspects
of the operations of the organization. As the chief advocate and
spokesperson for the Society, he also promotes the work of the Society
with donors, supporters, elected officials and other organizations. 

Cheryl King – Chief Financial Officer 
678.892. 6172 | CKing@svdpgeorgia.org 
Cheryl is responsible for overseeing the organization’s finances, the
accounting department, managing the Council’s budget, financial
reporting, cash flow and the annual audit. 

Darrell Hooker – Chief Operating Officer 
678.892.6176 | DHooker@svdpgeorgia.org 
Darrell facilitates the logistics and coordination of the operations of
SVdP Thrift Stores, Family Support Centers, Food Recovery and
Distribution Program and the Warehouse & Recycling program in
Chamblee. 

Elizabeth Sirk – Chief Development Officer 
678.892.6171 | ESirk@svdpgeorgia.org 
Contact Elizabeth for donor information as well as information on
Planned and Monthly Giving. 

Sue Hansen – Controller 
678.892.6173 | SHansen@svdpgeorgia.org 
Sue manages the accounting department and oversees financial reporting
and other financial duties needed in day-to-day operations. 

Jennifer Maxwell – Sr. Director, Mission Integration 
770.576.4080 | JMaxwell@svdpgeorgia.org 
Jennifer oversees Vincentian Services (Formation, Communication, and
Resources), Council-based Casework, and Volunteer Engagement to
ensure the Vincentian mission and values are incorporated into our
Council activities.

Tara Johnson – Director of Administration 
678.892.6161 | TJohnson@svdpgeorgia.org 
Tara leads the overall daily office operations including office
management, vendor relationships, benefits, payroll, IT, and record
keeping. 

Sonji Bates-Boston – Director of Human Resources 
678.892.6160 | SBatesBoston@svdpgeorgia.org 
Sonji performs general clerical tasks and personnel oversight to ensure
effective day to day operations. 

Dr. Samantha Ricks – Director of Pharmacy 
678.892.6181 ext. 1004 | SRicks@svdpgeorgia.org 
Dr. Ricks is responsible for all aspects of the SVdP GA Pharmacy
operations, growing our client base, and educational programs for those
we serve. Contact Dr. Ricks for questions about client referrals to the
pharmacy. 

Mariel Risner Sivley – Director of Housing 
678.892.6185 | MSivley@svdpgeorgia.org 
Mariel oversees our strategic and tactical housing related initiatives,
including the Motel to Home program. 

Ann Frazer – Corporate Giving Manager 
770.687.2613 | AFrazer@svdpgeorgia.org 
Ann is responsible for managing and growing our portfolio of corporate
donors and supporters.

Eileen Parker – Case Manager 
678.705.7828 | EParker@svdpgeorgia.org 
Eileen coordinates casework at the Lakewood and Dallas Family Support
Centers. Contact Eileen if you have questions regarding casework or
community resources. 

Linda Gurrant – Operations Manager 
678.892.6165 | LGurrant@svdpgeorgia.org 
Linda manages the donation line and mapping for the truck drivers as
well as processes and maintains EFSP (Emergency Food & Shelter
Program) cases, schedules Conference pick-ups for the Food Distribution
Program and coordinates Food and Clothing Drives. 

Christa Frye – Council Casework Manager 
678.892.6168 | CFrye@svdpgeorgia.org 
Christa manages casework services provided by the Council office in
Chamblee and Lakewood serving walk-in neighbors in areas not covered
by Conferences.  

Alejandra Cadiz – Caseworker (bi-lingual) 
678.892.6174 | ACadiz@svdpgeorgia.org 
Alejandra performs casework for our Motel to Home Program and Rapid
Rehousing Program Initiatives. 

Krystiona “Krys” McLean – SNAP Case Manager 
770.576.2615 ext. 1053 | KMcLean@svdpgeorgia.org 
Krys is responsible for SNAP benefits eligibility screening, enrollment
assistance, and education. 

Heidi Eveleigh – Program Manager 
678.488.7241 | M2H@svdpgeorgia.org 
Heidi provides program administration and casework for our Motel to
Home program and Rapid Rehousing Program Initiatives. 

Laura Gibbs – Program Manager 
678.892.6188 | LGibbs@svdpgeorgia.org 
Laura provides program support for Homelessness Prevention and
Supportive Housing initiatives. 

Ebony Baldwin – Accounting Clerk 
770.687.2603 | EBaldwin@svdpgeorgia.org 
Ebony provides support to Thrift Stores and Conferences for financial
reporting. Contact Ebony for information regarding monthly/annual
reporting and treasury questions. 

Alyssa Speranza – Development Coordinator
678.892.6164 | ASperanza@svdpgeorgia.org 
Alyssa is responsible for donor database management, events
coordination and small donor engagement and recognition. 

Nisha Mossing – Web & Information Systems Analyst 
678.892.6160 | NMossing@svdpgeorgia.org 
Nisha supports digital communications for Vincentians and Conferences. 

Elizabeth Langston – Receptionist 
678.892.6160 | ELangston@svdpgeorgia.org 
Contact Elizabeth for food and clothing voucher.

Conference Support Center: 2050 Chamblee Tucker Rd. Suite C Chamblee, GA 30341
Receptionist: 678.892.6160        Donation Pick Up: 678.892.6162       Assistance Line: 678.892.6163      Fax: 770.457.3021 

conference support center staff
svdpgeorgia.org/members
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