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FUNERAL / WAKE SERVICE

· Vincentian Wake Service

· Vincentian Funeral Service

· Vincentian Memorial Service

· The leader of this service can be a Conference officer or member, district or central council officer or a spiritual advisor associated with the Society.

· All Vincentians present should sit up front together as a 

visible group.

· At the funeral Mass the Vincentians may form an honor guard,
each holding a candle.  The symbol of the “Top Hat” can be brought in and placed either on a table near the casket, or on the casket.
· A SVDP symbol is presented to the family at the end of the service.
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VINCENTIAN WAKE SERVICE

For our Brother/Sister

Name

Earthly Birth Date

Heavenly Birth Date
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(COUNCIL/CONFERENCE NAME)

DATE

Leader:
We are here to celebrate our brother/sister Vincentian, _____(Name)_____ coming to the fullness of life in the Lord. 

And so we begin:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen

Leader:
It is a normal human reaction to be sorrowful and to mourn the death of someone very dear to us.  This sorrow is changed to a special joy when death is understood as the beginning of life with God.  Our Savior reversed the sequence from birth to death.  He showed that the seed must die before the flower can grow.  So it is with us.  We must die to attain the ultimate purpose of God’s creation. At that first moment of existence God left his signature on ______(Name)_____ and on all of us.   God now claims ___(Name)___ as his own, and he/she now lives with God.


Let us pray now pray for _____(Name)_____,  his/her family and friends:

Father of all consolation, death flees the brightness of the Resurrection as darkness shrinks from the light of the sun.

As you have washed us in Baptism and fed us at the table of your Son, so strengthen us to realize that in death life is not ended but changed and keep us in the unity with you and with all people, including those who have gone before us.  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Reading:
A reading from the Gospel of Luke (4:18-19):

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me.  He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the down-trodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favor. 

All:

Lord, we thank you for the gift of_____(Name)___ to the 

people he/she served through the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. In compassion, he/she reached out to those who are poor and suffering and saw your face in each of them.  He/she is a life to be carried on, a heart in which one’s own heart is enkindled, a model of your love to all he/she encountered.




Amen

Reading:
A reading from the Gospel of John (13:34-35):

Jesus said, “My children, I am not to be with you much longer. I give you a new commandment: Love one another. Such as my love has been for you, so must your love be for each other.  This is how all will know you for my disciples: your love for one another.” 

All:
Lord, our brother/sister Vincentian ____(Name)_____ followed your commandment and became your disciple by loving those who were neglected and poor. We ask for the grace to continue to serve the poor in the same spirit as he/she lived.   __(Name)__ chose to embrace the needy and suffering of this world, and we now ask you Lord to embrace __(Name)__ throughout eternal life. We ask this in your name. Amen

Leader:
Let us ask the Good Shepherd to hear our requests:



Lord, grant eternal joy to our Vincentian brother/sister,



__(Name)__.

All:

Lord, graciously hear our prayer.

Leader:

Lord, be with the family of our Vincentian brother/sister,

__(Name)__, in their sorrow bring them hope and peace.

All:


Lord, graciously hear our prayer.

Leader:
Lord, may the poor continue to receive the support of __(Name)__’s  prayers, and the charitable efforts of the 


Vincentian Family.

All:


Lord, graciously hear our prayer.

Leader:

In union with Vincentians everywhere, let us pray as our Lord 

taught us to pray:

All:


Our Father…

Leader:
We now present to the family the ___(Name symbol)___ of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, in memory of  ____(Name)_____,  as we pray:


Father, we entrust our beloved Vincentian ____(Name)____ to your loving care. May eternal light shine on him/her, with all your saints forever, for you are rich in mercy.   May his/her devotion to your poor be an inspiration to us who remain. We ask this through Jesus our Lord.


All:
Amen
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Frederic Ozanam

1813-1853

Founder

VINCENTIAN FUNERAL SERVICE

For our Brother/Sister

Name

Earthly Birth Date

Heavenly Birth Date


(COUNCIL/CONFERENCE NAME)

DATE

Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen

Leader:
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

All:
And also with you.

Leader:
Let us pray in behalf of our brother/sister,  _____(Name)_____,  


who has faithfully served the poor in this life and seeks eternal rest.

All:
God our Father, you gave St. Vincent de Paul the courage and holiness of an Apostle for the service of the poor and suffering, and we now give thanks for the gift that ____(Name)_____ was to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  

In compassion, he/she reached out to those who are poor and suffering and saw your face in each of them.  He/she is a life to be carried on, a heart in which one’s own heart is enkindled, a model of your love to all he/she encountered.

Help us to be zealous in continuing his/her work in the spirit of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic Ozanam. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen

Leader:
Holding ____(Name)___,  his/her family and friends in prayer,



we pray:




The Lord is my shepherd; here is nothing I shall want.

All:


The Lord is my shepherd; here is nothing I shall want.

Leader:
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  In verdant pastures He gives me repose; beside restful waters He leads he; He refreshes my soul.

All:


The Lord is my shepherd; here is nothing I shall want.

Leader:
He guides me in right paths for His name’s sake.  Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.  With your rod and staff that give me courage. 

All:


The Lord is my shepherd; here is nothing I shall want.

Leader:
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come.

All:


The Lord is my shepherd; here is nothing I shall want.

Reading:
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (25:31-46)


When the Son of Man comes as King, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his royal throne, and all the earth’s people will be gathered before him.  Then he will divide them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats at his left.  The King will say to the people on his right, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father: Come and receive the kingdom which has been prepared for you ever since the creation of the world.  I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me to drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me.”  The righteous will then answer him, “When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  When did we ever see you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you?  When did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?”  The King will answer them, “I tell you, indeed, whenever you did this for one of the least brothers or sisters of mine, you did it for me!”

All:
Lord, our brother/sister Vincentian ____(Name)_____ chose to embrace the needy and suffering of this world knowing that “whatever he/she did for one of the least important of your brothers and sisters, he/she did it for you. We now ask you Lord to embrace __(Name)__ throughout eternal life. We ask this in your name. Amen

Leader:
St. Vincent de Paul, our patron and Blessed Frederic, our founder, both had a great love and devotion for Mary, our Blessed Mother. Vincentians all over the world share in that special love and devotion. Let us ask that Mary, will welcome____(Name)___ in heaven and present him/her to her Son, Jesus. And so we pray:

All:
Hail Mary….

Leader:
We now present to the family the ___(Name symbol)___ of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, in memory of  ____(Name)_____,  as we pray:


Father, we entrust our beloved Vincentian ____(Name)____ to your mercy.  You loved him/her in this life; now give him/her happiness and peace forever.  The old order has passed away; welcome ___(Name)__ now into paradise where there will be no more sorrow, no more weeping, suffering or pain, but only peace and joy.  We ask this in Jesus name. Amen
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Frederic Ozanam 

1813-1853

Founder

VINCENTIAN MEMORIAL SERVICE

For our Brother/Sister

Name

Earthly Birth Date

Heavenly Birth Date


(COUNCIL/CONFERENCE NAME)

DATE

Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen

Leader:
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

All:
And also with you.

Leader:
Let us pray in behalf of our brother/sister,  _____(Name)_____,  


who has faithfully served the poor in this life and seeks eternal rest.

All:
God our Father, you gave St. Vincent de Paul the courage and holiness of an Apostle for the service of the poor and suffering, and we now give thanks for the gift that ____(Name)_____ was to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  

In compassion, he/she reached out to those who are poor and suffering and saw your face in each of them.  He/she is a life to be carried on, a heart in which one’s own heart is enkindled, a model of your love to all he/she encountered.

Help us to be zealous in continuing his/her work in the spirit of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic Ozanam. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen

Reading:
A reading from the Gospel of Mark (12:28-31):

One of the scribes, who had listened to them debating and had observed how well Jesus had answered them, now came up and put a question to him.  “Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus replied, “This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: you must love your neighbor as yourself.”

All:
Lord, our brother/sister Vincentian ____(Name)_____ chose to embrace the needy and suffering of this world knowing that you called us to “love our neighbor as ourselves.” We now ask you Lord to embrace __(Name)__ throughout eternal life. We ask this in your name. Amen

Leader:
St. Vincent de Paul, our patron and Blessed Frederic, our founder, both had a great love and devotion for Mary, our Blessed Mother. Vincentians all over the world share in that special love and devotion. Let us ask that Mary, will welcome____(Name)___ in heaven and present him/her to her Son, Jesus. And so we pray:

All:
Hail Mary….

Leader:
Let us now pray for our brother/sister___(Name)__ who proclaimed the Good News of Jesus Christ and served the needs of the poor, that he/she may be welcomed into the company of saints. We pray to the Lord.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
For the family and friends of ____(Name)____, that they may be consoled in the sorrow. We pray to the Lord.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
For all those are poor, who are abandoned and hopeless, find  compassion and healing from the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  We pray to the Lord.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
For all those who have gone before us, that they may enjoy God face to face. We pray to the Lord.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
For all of us assembled here in faith, that we may be gathered together again in God’s kingdom. Let us pray to the Lord.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
 Leader:
We now present to the family the ___(Name symbol)___ of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, in memory of  ____(Name)_____,  as we pray:

All:
Gracious God, we entrust our beloved Vincentian to your loving mercy.  May his/her devotion to the poor be a continual inspiration and challenge to us who remain.  We ask this in Jesus name. Amen.

Leader:
Please extend your hand in blessing, as we pray:



Eternal rest grant to ___(Name)___, O Lord.

All:

And may your perpetual light shine upon him/her.

Leader:

May __(Name)___, rest in peace.

All:

Amen

