LITURGY IN HONOR OF BLESSED ROSALIE RENDU

Feast:  February 7
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First Reading:
(1Cor 12:31-13:1-13)

Now I will show you the way which surpasses all the others. If I speak with human tongues and angelic as well, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong, a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and, with full knowledge, comprehend all mysteries, if I have faith great enough to move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give everything I have to feed the poor and hand over my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

Love is patient; love is kind.  Love is not jealous, it does not put on airs, it is not snobbish.  Love is never rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not prone to anger; neither does it brood over injuries.  Love does not rejoice in what is wrong but rejoices with the truth.  There is no limit to love’s forbearance, to its trust, its hope, its power to endure.

Love never fails.  Prophecies will cease, tongues will be silent, knowledge will pass away.  Our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying is imperfect. When the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away.  When I was a child I used to talk like a child, think like a child, reason like a child.  When I became a man I put childish ways aside.  Now we see indistinctly, as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  My knowledge is imperfect now; then I shall know even as I am known.  There are in the end three things that last: faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these is love.

Responsorial Psalm:

Ps 71: 1-6; 15-17



Response:
I will sing of your salvation





In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame.

In your justice rescue me, and deliver me;

incline your ear to me, and save me.

Response:
I will sing of your salvation



Be my rock of safety,



For you are my rock and my fortress.



O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked.

Response:
I will sing of your salvation



For you are my hope, O Lord;



my trust, O God, from my youth.



On you I depend from birth; 

from my mother’s womb you are my strength.

Response:
I will sing of your salvation



My mouth shall declare your justice,



day by day your salvation.



O God, you have taught me from my youth,



and till the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds.

Response:
I will sing of your salvation

Alleluia:




Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, 

you do for me.




Alleluia

Gospel:
(Matthew 25: 31-40)

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in glory, escorted by all the angels of heaven, he will sit upon his royal throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him.  Then he will divide them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats at his left.  The King will say to the people on his right, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father: Come and receive the kingdom which has been prepared for you ever since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me to drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me.”  The righteous will then answer him, “When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  When did we ever see you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you?  When did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?”  The King will answer them, “I tell you, indeed, whenever you did this for one of the least brothers or sisters of mine, you did it for me!”
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Celebrant:


With humble hearts, we come before God to speak for our needs and


those of the world.

Leader: 


For the grace, to have eyes to see, hearts to love and hands to serve,


the most destitute in the spirit of Blessed Rosalie,



We pray to the Lord…

Lord, hear our prayer.


For those who care for the sick, and for those who need healing,



We pray to the Lord…

Lord, hear our prayer.


For those who face catastrophe and for those who come to their aid,



We pray to the Lord…

Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who bear insult and injustice, and suffer from persecution and prejudice, that they find justice and compassion,



We pray to the Lord…

Lord, hear our prayer.

For solidarity among the Vincentian Family, so that the spirit of  Sister Rosalie Rendu and Frederic Ozanam will live on in the bonds of friendship among us,

We pray to the Lord…

Lord hear our prayer

Celebrant:


Merciful God, you sent your Son to reconcile us to you.  Hear and answer


the needs of the poor and all those we hold in the depths of our hearts.


We ask this through Jesus Christ, our saving Lord.  Amen

PRAYER SERVICE
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BLESSED ROSALIE RENDU, DC

Feast Day-February 7

Leader:          Call to Prayer

Sister Rosalie Rendu, a Daughter of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, served the poor in a very densely populated quarter of Paris where the people were without bread and without God. Sister Rosalie’s name was a promise of hope.  

There was a bond in the mutual concern for others that united Sister Rosalie and Monsieur Bailly, professor and director of The Catholic Tribune.  He wrote on one occasion in 1833: 

“I am sending you two young men who have left our history conference…Their charity is spirited, but they are young and impetuous.  They have already committed themselves to certain praiseworthy acts but in little harmony with their possibilities.  They have already distributed their winter provision of wood.  They need direction.  You alone, my mother, are qualified to guide them.  Their names are Monsieur Ozanam and Monsieur Le Tallandier. Both are students.  “The Apostle of a Top Hat”

And so, with love and devotion Sister Rosalie taught the founding members of the Society how to befriend the poor  with dignity, love, kindness and respect in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul.”

Leader:           In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All:                 Amen.

Leader:           Come Holy Spirit, live within our lives,

All:                  And strengthen us by Your love.

Leader:           Send forth Your Spirit and new life will be created,

All:                  And the whole face of the earth will be renewed.

Leader:
Let us ask for the grace to live the spirit of St. Vincent, Blessed Frederic and Blessed Rosalie Rendu:  


(Alternate sides)

· If our life in Christ means anything to you,

if love can persuade at all, 

or the spirit that we have in common, 

or any tenderness and sympathy, 

then be united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose and a common mind.

· That is the one thing  which would make me completely happy. There must be no competition among you, no deceit; 

but everyone is to be self-effacing.  

· Always consider the other person to be better than yourself, 

so that nobody thinks of his own interest first 

but everyone thinks of other people’s interest instead.

In your minds you must be the same as Jesus Christ.

· His state was divine, yet he did not cling 

to his equality with God but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave, and became human; 

and being as all humans are, he was humbler yet, 

even to accept death, death on a cross.

(Together)

· But God raised him high and gave him the name

which is above all other names so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus

and every tongue should acclaim

Jesus Christ is Lord

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen

(Philippians 2:1-11)

Reading:
Words Sr. Rosalie spoke to Frederic Ozanam and Companions:

“God has already touched your heart, or you would not be 

giving up your precious free day to serve the poor. 

And, because you see Christ in his poor, 

I know you will approach  each one you visit 

with humility as His servant.

Always remember, that if we had been through 

the hardships they have had to meet

 —if our childhood had been one of constant want—

perhaps, we too, would have given away to envy and hatred, 

as I must admit have many of the poor in this quarter. 

But be kind and love, for love is your first gift to the poor.   

They will appreciate your kindness and your love 

more than all else you  bring them.”

(Blessed Rosalie Rendu, 1833)
Leader:
Invoking the names of God, we pray:

God of Compassion, you move deep within us making us aware of those who are suffering and poor.

All:


Give us loving hearts as we touch the pain of others.

Leader:
God of Peace, you are the center of our lives, a strong current of calmness in the whirlwind of our struggles.

All:


We look to you for strength and constant assurance of hope.

Leader:
God of Hope, you are the anchor of our souls, firmly keeping us from becoming lost in the sea of uncertainties.

All:


Steady us when all our usual resources fail us.

Leader:
God of Freedom, open clenched hands, life the barriers, loosen our wings.

All:
Free us of the strong grasp of our demands when we want everything our way.

Leader:
God of Truth, reach into our inner space, enlarge our capacity to receive, help us to recognize and accept your challenges to growth.

All:

May we trust in your presence among us as we strive to be 

friends with you, friends with each other and friends with the poor.  Amen

Closing song:

(Conclude with an appropriate song)


MEDITATION

BLESSED ROSALIE RENDU, DC

By Robert P. Maloney, C.M.

In an era in which there was no telephone, no e-mail, no fax, no radio, no television, the news of Rosalie Rendu’s death spread only by word of mouth.  From the emperor to the poorest urban dweller, all Paris mourned.  They mourned her because they loved her.  Fifty thousand people from all strata of society came together two days later for her funeral.  Her works were prodigious.  She ran a school, a day-care center, a nursery school, an orphanage, a home for the elderly, a center for the distribution of food, a pharmacy, a clothes dispensary.  She organized the Children of Mary and the Ladies of Charity.  She helped Frederic Ozanam in the founding of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, which now has 560,000 members.  She cared for the sick and the dying during three cholera epidemics.  She ministered to the wounded during two revolutions.  Rich and poor, clergy and lay, men and women, the young and the elderly knocked on her door.  No Daughter of Charity was better known in her lifetime that she.

Now she is beatified for us.  The Church in holding her up before us says to us: 

Look at this extraordinary woman.  Learn from her.  She loved God deeply and she loved the poor practically.  Let her teach you. So what can Rosalie Rendu teach us today?  Let me suggest to you three things:

I.
First, she was very concrete, very effective in the service of the poor.  In the later years of her life, a long line formed outside her office every day.  Witnesses say that she jotted down little notes to remind herself of what each person asked of her and that she always gave some response even if she was often not capable of fully satisfying everyone’s petitions.

To use a modern term, she was an extraordinary “net-worker.”  Like St. Vincent himself, she knew how to raise the consciousness of the rich to the needs of the poor.  The emperor himself, politicians, ambassadors, writers, the Archbishop of Paris, superiors general, priests, sisters, brother, all at one time or another knocked on her door to ask how they might help in alleviating the needs of the poor.  And she enlisted the poor themselves to serve the poor.  She asked the askers to do something for others.

She was a concrete, practical, lover of the poor.

II. While her friends describe her as “tender” in her relationships, they also testify that she was absolutely fearless.  No task was too formidable for Rosalie, no situation too dangerous.

In the 1840’s and 1850’s, during three cholera epidemics, as many as 150 people died each day in the parish where she and the sisters worked.  Rosalie, undaunted, roamed the streets to attend to the sick, accompany the dying and bury the dead.

During the Revolution of 1848, when the Archbishop of Paris was shot and killed, a general decided on a massive bombardment of the neighborhood where Rosalie lived, but first sent a messenger to offer the sisters safe conduct out.  Rosalie responded to the messenger, “Sir, please thank the general and tell him that we are the servants of the poor and also their mothers and that we want to die with them.”  From that day on, Rosalie and the general became friends who deeply admired one another.

III. This country girl who was so effective in the city, this tender woman who was so intrepid, this unschooled servant of the poor who networked so well with intellectuals and the rich, had enormous faith.  She believed that Christ lives in the person of the poor.  She believed that God’s love conquers all.  She believed that God was calling her to focus all her creative energy on the thousands of uninstructed, sick, jobless, homeless people in the poorest neighborhood of Paris.  And she did this for more than 50 years.  Her faith radiated out in her tenderness, in her fearlessness, in her small, practical efforts at helping individuals, in her larger, creative, structured forms of serving the whole neighborhood.

Her faith was transparent to others.  They saw it. 

They admired it. They were drawn to it.

My brothers and sisters, I now ask you to meditate with me on the life of this wonderful woman.  The Church holds her up before us as an example of what it means to be a genuine servant of the poor.  Reflect on her practical charity, her tenderness, her fearlessness, her faith.  Love her in the beauty of her life and in her remarkable works.  As the Church beatifies her, I think of Shakespeare’s eloquent words:





When she shall die,





Take her and cut her out in little stars,





And she will make the face of heaven so fine





That all the world will be in love with night…


          VINCENTIAN WORDS TO LIVE BY…

            Blessed Rosalie Rendu Quotes

Words spoken to Frederic Ozanam and Companions:

“God has already touched your heart, or you would not be 

giving up your precious free day to serve the poor. 

And, because you see Christ in his poor, I know you will approach  each one you visit with humility as His servant. Always remember, that if we had been through the hardships they have had to meet

 —if our childhood had been one of constant want—

perhaps, we too, would have given away to envy and hatred, 

as I must admit have many of the poor in this quarter. 

But be kind and love, for love is your first gift to the poor.   

They will appreciate your kindness and your love 

more than all else you  bring them.”          Blessed Rosalie Rendu, 1833


“Hunt down poverty in order to give humanity its dignity.” 

Blessed Rosalie Rendu
“There is something that is choking me, and takes away my appetite…the thought that so many families lack break.” 
Blessed Rosalie Rendu

“There are many ways of providing charity. The assistance of money or assistance in-kind that we give to the poor will not last long.  We must aspire to a more complete and longer lasting benefit: study their abilities, their level of instruction and try to get them work to help them out of their difficulties.” 

Blessed Rosalie Rendu

“One night I dreamed that I stood at the judgment seat of God.  God received me with great severity and was about to pronounce my sentence when, suddenly, I was surrounded by an immense crowd of people carrying old boots, shoes, and hats.  They presented all these things to God saying: ‘She was the one who gave us all these things.’ Then Jesus Christ turned toward me and said: ‘Because you gave all these second-hand clothes in my name, I open heaven to you. Enter for all eternity.”  Blessed Rosalie Rendu
